
HONORARY CHAIRMEN 
Hon. Sherman Adams 

Assistant lo  The Presidenf 
Hon. Douglas McKay 

Secretary of  the Interior 
Hon. Val Peterson 

Administrator, Federal 
Civil Defense 

Hon. Adlai E. Stevenson 
Hon. Gordon Persons 

Governor of Alabama 
Hon. Howard P p  

Governor of rirona 
Hon. Francis Cherry 

Governor of Arkansas 
Hon. Earl Warren 

Governor of California 
Hon. Dan Thornton 

Governor of Colorado 
Hon. John Lodge 

Governor of Connecticut 
Hon. J Caleb Bo gs 

Govehor q f  DJaware 
Hon. Luther W. Youngdahl 

Judge, District of Columbia 
Hon. Dan McCarty 

Governor of  Florida 
Hon. Herman E. Talmadge 

Governor of Georgia 
Hon. William G. Stratton 

Governor of Illinois 
Hon. George N. Craig 

Governor of Indiana 
Hon. William S. Beardsley 

Governor of Iowa 
Hon. Edward F. Am 

Governor of  Kansar 
Hon. Lawrence Wetherby 

Governor o f  Kentucky 
Hon. Charles P. Farnsle 

Mayor of  Louisville, l f y .  
Hon. Robert F. Kennon 

Governor of  Louisiana 
Hon. Burton M. Cross 

Governor of Maine 
Hon. Theodore R. McKeldin 

Governor of  Maryland 
Hon. Christian A. Herter 

Governor of  Massachusetts 
Hon. G. Mennen Williams 

Governor of Michigan 
Hon. C. Elmer Anderson 

Governor of Minnesota 
Hon. Hugh White 

Governor of  Mississippi 
Hon. J. Hugo Aronson 

Governor of Moiifana 
Hon. Robert B. Crosby 

Governor of Nebraska 
Hon. Charles H .  Bussell 

Governor of Nevada 
Hon. Hugh Grepg 

Governor of New Hampshire 
Hon. Alfred E. Driscoll 

Governor of New Jersey 
Hon. William B. Umstead 

Governor of North Carolina 
Hon. C. Norman Brunsdale 

Governor of Norrh Dakofa 
Hon. Johnston Murray 

Governor of Oklahoma 
Hon. Paul L. Patterson 

Governor of Oregon 
Hon. John S. Fine 

Governor o f  Pennsylvania 
Hon. Dennis J.  Roberts 

Governor of  Rbode lsland 
Hon. Sigurd Anderson 

Governor of South Dakota 
Hon. Frank G. Clement 

Governor o f  Tennessee 
Hon. Lee E. Emerson 

Governor o f  Vermont 
Hon. John S. Battle 

Governot of Virginia 
Hon. Arthur B. Lan lie 

Governor o f  War&ngton 
Hon. William C. Marland 

Governor of West Virgini. 
Hon. Walter J. Kohler, Jr. 

.Governor of  Wisconsin 
Hon. C. J. Ro ers 

Governor ormyomins 

N A T I O N A L  M E N T A L  H E A L T H  C O M M I T T E E  
1129 Vermont Avenue,  N.W. Washington 5 ,  D.C. 

REpubl ic  7-4398 
Co-Chairmen Executive Director 

MRS. ALBERT D. LASKER 0 CHARLES SCHLAIFER MIKE GORMAN 

July 13, 1964 
W s .  Albert D. Lasker 
The Lasker Foundation 
3313 Chrysler Building 
New York 17, Mew York 

Dear Hrs. Lasker: 

I am happy t o  report  t o  you that the U.S. Congress has 
appropriated the highest sum i n  history f o r  the National 
I n s t i t u t e  o f  Mental Health f o r  the f i s c a l  year which 
be an on July 1, 1964. The I n s t i t u t e  has been a l l o t t e d  
$d,147,500, an increase o f  $2,062,500 over las t  year ' s  
f igure  

B o t h  Houaes of Congress, i n  appropriating increased 
monies f o r  the a c t i v i t i e s  of the I n s t i t u t e ,  showed a 
keen awareness o f  the prime need for both increased re- 
search upon mental i l l n e s s  and great ly  accelerated t r a in -  
in$ program8 f o r  gSychiatric personnel. For example, the 
Senate Committee on A.propriat9ons explained i t s  increase 
over the Administration bud e t  f igure i n  these incis ive 
words  in i ts  report  t o  the %I 11 Senate: 

llSuch an increase recognizes that the ultimate 
goal, sought under these a c t i v i t i e s  can only be 
aohieved by a combination o f  i n c r e ~ e d  man- 
power and an increased in tens i ty  o f  research 
aa t iv i ty .  Training i s  pa r t i cu la r ly  s t ressed i n  
t h i s  appropriation since despite the t ra in ing  
program sponsored by th i s  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  7 years,  
the need f o r  spec ia l ly  t ra ined personnel con- 
t inues t o  increase at a rapid rate.  The gen- 
e r a l  problem o f  the mentally ill i s  so great 
that  it i s  not possible t o  s a t i s f y  i t  by Fed- 
e r a l  aotion alone and the committee i s  grati- 
f i e d  t o  l earn  o f  increasing a c t i v i t y  i n  these 
fields by regional associations o f  States .  The 
committee commends the I n s t i t u t e  for i t s  p a r t  
i n  stimulating t h i s  needed ac tv i ty .  
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Purpose: Through a broad educational campaign, to create public understanding and support of the IO-point Bi l l  of Rights  for 
the mentally i l l  adopted b y  the I954 National Governors' Conference on Mental Health. To convince the American people to 
actively support federal, state and local preventive mental health programs emphasizing research, training and expanded cl inic 
and community services designed to treat and cure mental i l lness in i ts  e a r l y  stager. 
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"Research progress in tbis area is errrgeotedly 
slow due to the very nature of the problem8 
posed by mental illness and again due to short- 
ages in research talent. However, it is en- 
couraging to note the beginning entrasce of 
diversely trained scientist8 into these areas 
and trust such a trend will continue. This 
latter happening has already permitted the 
be innin of programs on the cau8es o f  mental 

factors. Seeking an organic cause for certain of the 
systematic psychoses is a trend in mental health re- 
search with exoiting possiblities." 

il ! ? ?  ness ncluding the role of metabolic m d  endocrine 

However, the final figure authorized by the Congress falls far 
short of the $29,550,000 requested by the National Mental Health 
Committee. Our major disappointment occurred in the area of 
construction monies for mental health research facilities - al- 
though we had requested $8,000,000 for this important item, we 
were not allowed any money for the fiscal year 1955. However, 
there is reason for some optimism even in this field. The 
authoritative WASHINGTON REPORT ON THB MEDICAL SCIENCES reported 
the following on July 6th. 

"Likelihood is increasing that in another year Coneress 
will grant f'unds for construction, expansion asla im- 
provement of research facilities in hospitals and pro- 
fessional schools. ..Senate investigators are gathering 
data relating to the feasibility o f  broaaening re- 
search assistance in this manner." 

As a further evidence of keen Congressional interest in construo- 
tion monies for research facilities, Senator Edward J. Thye, 
chairman of the Subcommittee that handles the mental health 
f'unds, had this to say on the floor of the Senate: 

"1 shall expect the committee staff...to assist in the 
preparation of data and the survey of the whole prob- 
lem in an effort to bring the question before the Sen- 
ate for a definite conclusion 8s to whether public 
monies should be granted to our colleges and hospitals 
and other nonprofit institutions to add to the total 
research facilities in the fight against disease. I 
hope our study and investigations will offer sufficient 
evidence to permit us to reach an affirmative conclusion. 
I personally think that such an expenditure of Federal 
funds would inure greatly to the public benefit." 
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The National Mental Health Committee will reaouble its effort8 to 
obtain these vital research construetion monies, but it desper- 
ately needs help from the rass roots. State and local mental 

their Congressmen, or preferably visit them when they are baok 
home, and explain to them the urgent need for these funds. 

health societies and indiv P dual psychiatrists should write to 

Our Committee cannot begin to thank the many people who played so 
appreciable a part in gaining a record sum of money for the 
National Institute of Mental Health. A reat deal of credit goes 
to the witnesses who appeared before bot f Rouse and Senate 
Appropriations Committees on behalf of our budget - Mr. Charles 
Schlaifer and Doctors Appel, Bartemier, Bond, English and Gottlieb. 
Their effective an8 well doaumented testimony wa8 praised by 
members of both Bouse and Senate Committees and. was certainly 
influential in gaining the significant increase over last 
year's figure. 
mental health societies who wrote very fine letters to Congreas- 
men urging additional appropriations. Most importwt of all, 
we are deeply grateful to the state Governors, both for their 
activity with individual Congressmen and f o r  their oponsorshig 
o f  national and regional mental health conferences whioh have 
cagtured the interest and admiration of the Congress and the 
people. 

Credit must also go to the state and local 

I hope that we can work together even more closely in the coming 
year to achieve our common objectives. 
go but we are making very significant progress each year. 

We have a long way to 

Cordially, 

"Mike Gorman 
Executive Director 


